
On March 9, 2011 Kentucky 
State University (KSU) received 

national recognition for its Rural 
Entrepreneurial Outreach and 
Development Initiative from  

the National Association for  
Communi ty  Deve lopment  
Ex tens ion  P ro fess iona l s 

(NACDEP). KSU was awarded  
the Excellence in Community  
Development Work Team Award 

for planning and hosting the  
òGo Green. Make Green Pay!ó 
Business Conference in  

partnership with MEDI Kentucky 

and USDA Rural Development.  

The National NACDEP Excellence 
in Community Development 

Work Team Award recognitions 
an  o rgan iza t i on  wh ose  

collaborative efforts produce 
outstanding accomplishments 

relative to scholarly and creative 
activities, teaching and or  
research effectiveness. Teams 

must show evidence of joint 
planning and implementation by 
two or more organizations that 

help to meet community  

development needs.  

The Go Green. Make Green Pay! 
Business Conference included 
more than 60 small businesses, 

local governments, elected  
off ic ials,  nonprofi ts and 
individuals. The goal of the  

conference was for participants 
to learn how to profit from the 
emerging green economy. òOf 

course we want to emphasize 
ôreduce, reuse, recycleõ but we 
also want we also want to offer 

resources and support to those 
that are starting or growing 
green businesses,ó said Gae  

Broadwater, State Specialist 
w i th  K S U Lan d  G ra n t  

Cooperative Extension Office. 

The Go Green Make Green Pay 
Business Conference included 

an organic catered breakfast 
and lunch with produce and 

meats supplied by local farmers, 
ôgreenõ markets and vendors. All 

goods used were either glass, 
made from recyclab les ,  
biodegradable or washable. No 

materials were used that are 
detrimental to the environment 
such as plastic or polystyrene 

foam. Additionally, each partici-
pant received an Eco-friendly 
packet that included: a sustain-

able portfolio, recycled pad of 
p a p e r ,  p e n  m a d e  o f  
recycled wood and a disc,  

instead of paper, with files of 
every handout to prevent  

wasteful printing. 

Kentucky State Universityõs  
Cooperative Extension Program 

for Economic Development and 
Entrepreneur ia l Outreach  
Program works in strong  

partnership with MEDI toward 
building strong, vibrant, and 
sustainable communities. The 

2011 NACDEP Conference  
highlighted the role of Extension 
Communi ty  Deve lopment 

professionals in dealing with the 
current economic sustainability 
of communities and explored the 

breadth of topics related to  

community development. 
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information from coming to 
these meeting, learns the 
buyerõs bid process and 
speaks one-on-one with the 
person in charge of direct 

contracting opportunities.  

MEDIõs Business-to-Buyer Procurement Luncheons 
are the first Thursday of each month at noon at 
1101-A South Main St., downtown Hopkinsville. To 

register contact MEDI at 270-885-8885. 

For many agencies, getting people to attend  
meetings and trainings are challenging, if not 
daunting. But  MEDIõs monthly scheduled Business
-to-Buyer Procurement Luncheonõs are attracting 
several local businesses, many from the western 
Kentucky region and throughout the state. At the 
January 2011 B2B, MEDI hosted the City of 
Hopkinsville. Five (5) attendees were from the  
region and 5 outside of the region, many of which 
are now becoming regular attendees. Daniel 
Hockersmith, American Finest Filters, Louisville KY, 
states that he receives a lot of useful business  
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The Movers & Shakers spread a little sweetness 

to help raise money to support MEDIõs mission on 

Saturday, March 12. 

The Movers & Shakers and their little helpers 

(children of the members) served almost  

300 supporters. Thanks to the local Applebeeõs  

Restaurant, located at  

4089 Fort Campbell 

Blvd., especially Ms. 

Teresa for donating their 

time, facility and yummy 

pancakes. Supporters  

of MEDI and the Movers 

& Shakers enjoyed  

pancakes, sausages, 

juice, coffee and milk.  

During the breakfast, the 

Movers and Shakers 

raised almost $1500. Movers & Shakers is a 

private fundraising organization that provides 

financial support and advocacy for MEDI. Movers 

& Shakers  believe that the mission and efforts of 

MEDI are essential to the growth of Hopkinsville, 

Christian County and Western Kentucky. 

This was the Movers & 

Shakers first pancake 

breakfast. They hope to 

have more success with 

their 14th Annual  

Tasters Luncheon, 

Friday, June 3, 2011, 

11 pm to 1 pm at the 

War Memorial Building 

at 1202 South Virginia 

Street, Hopkinsville, KY.  

Tickets are available at 

the MEDI Office. 

 

Go to the next page for information about the 

next MEDI Presents and page 4 for the Movers & 

Shakers 14th Annual Tasters Luncheon. 

MEDI Board Member Wins Small Business Award  
Smith says that it has always been the drive and 
passion of doing things right for both the clients and 
coworkers that motivates him to take every project 
to the next level, no matter how big or small the  
project is. Smith and his employees continue to  
educate themselves on new concrete techniques, 
technology and methods like mixing colors, acid 
stain, stamping concrete, etc. Smith has grown to 
love the versatility, potential and beauty of decora-

tive concrete. 

Congratulations to Kenneth and all Awardees! 

Smith Concrete & Masonry, Inc 

270-887-3193 

MEDI Board member and owner of 
Smith Concrete & Masonry, Inc. 
Kenneth Smith was awarded the 
Residential Construction award by 
the Hopkinsville-Christian County 
Chamber of Commerce at their 
Annual Small Business Award 
Breakfast on Tuesday February 

15, 2011. 

Kenneth Smith established Smith 
Concrete & Masonry, Inc. in 1996 in Hopkinsville, 
Kentucky where the company is based. Smith has 
over 30 years of experience in concrete and masonry  

vocation; and over 70 combined years with his team. 

Kenneth Smith 

Movers & Shakers Host Itsô 1st 
Pancake Breakfast  

Christian County Public 

Schools Superintendent 

Brady Link serves local 

firefighters 

Asia Bell (6th grader), 

daughter of Tom & Carla 

Bell (State Farm) washing 

dishes and growing up 

volunteering at M&S 

events 

On February 3, MEDI of Western Kentucky hosted 

the first of its 2011 series òMEDI Presents.ó  

Several local and regional business owners, bank  

lenders, nonprofits and others attended òMEDI 

Presents: Nontraditional Small Business Financing 

Options.ó This seminarõs goal was to help prepare 

western Kentuckyõs startups, existing businesses, 

lenders, economic developers, chambers of  

commerce, extension agents, elected officials and 

community leaders with knowledge about small  

business financing that many are unaware. 

This seminar included presentations from a five-

member panel: Jason Vincent, Pennyrile Area  

Development District (PADD), Jason Nuetzman,  

Community Ventures Corporation (CVC), Will  

Fensterer, Capital Access 

C o r p o r a t i o n-K e n t u c k y  

(CAC-KY), Henry Snorton, III, 

M i n o r i t y  E c o n o m i c  

Development Initiative of 

Western Kentucky, Inc. 

(MEDI) and Joe Geffert, 

United States Department of 

A g r i c u l t u r a l ,  R u r a l  

Development (USDA RD).  

MEDI determined to deliver this seminar to help 

respond to the needs of small businesses. The US 

Chamberõs Spurring Entrepreneurship publication 

dated January 2011 reports startups are stalling 

because of a lack of available financing. The Federal 

Reserveõs Bridges publication reports that there 

were many contributing factors to the small business 

credit crunchétwo of the five factors cited were  

tightened credit standards and credit gaps for those 

not meeting bank or SBA criteria. 

MEDI Presents are quarterly sessions that provide 

insight, information and advocacy that improves the 

business environment for entrepreneurs, small,  

minority and women-owned businesses throughout 

western Kentucky. 

MEDI Delivers Effective and  
Valuable Financing Seminar  

Non-traditional Small 

Business Financing  

Options Panel 


